MOUNT CARMEL, DORA, AND CJESAREA.     1?7
Descending a rocky hill, we came, at half past
ten, to the village of Ghierbee. This is also on
a hill, with wells at the foot of it, and caves near
them, hewn beneath a steep cliff. ..;, .
At eleven we entered the plain of Esdraelon/
and continued over it until twelve, when we
ascended a gentle hill, passed a deserted village,
and entered on a second plain, leaving on a hill,
about a mile on the left, a village, the name of
which we could not learn.
From hence we ascended again, and coming
in sight of the bay of Accha, entered at one
o'clock 'on the extensive plain which leads froon
hence southerly to the sea, on the north, and
from 'the foot of the range of Mount Carmel
westerly till it joins the plain of Zabulon on the
east. Between the hills over which we came
down upon it and the range of Carmel, is a pass
coming out from the plain of Esdraelon, through
which the river Kishon finds' its way. We .soon
crossed the bed of this river, now dry from the
failure of the winter rains: it is called here Nato>
el-Mukutta, and winding its course through the
plain, it discharges itself into the sea near
Caypha. * On the left we had the small village
* Pliny describes the river Belus upcoming out of the lake
Cendevia, at the foot of Carmel,' (Nat* Hist. b. v, c. 19.) ; but,
as we have seen before, Belus was nearer to Ptolemais, and
he must have confounded this stream with the Kishou.